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Features 

By: Nicholas Biel 
Thinking. Entertainment. Design. The 

convergence of these ideas spurred the first 
talk sponsored by TED in 1984, which featured 
demonstrations of the new Macintosh computer 
and Sony’s compact disk. 

According to its website, TED is a small nonprofit 
company committed to giving voice to “Ideas Worth 
Spreading.” It is a platform where speakers can go (by 
invitation only) to share their ideas with an elite audience 
consisting of the movers and shakers of various industries 
(12-10-10). 

Although TED does not pay its speakers, it still 
manages to attract them with the opportunity of spreading 
their ideas to people of great influence and/or wealth. 
And attract they do. Among the list of former speakers 
are WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange, Al Gore, Billy 
Graham, and even Bill Gates.
 Even better than the number of high profi le speakers, 

though, is the variety of subjects covered. From the 
base three areas of thinking, entertainment, and design, 

come Talks on fractals, live piano solos, and new design 
showcases. Furthermore, many Talks branch out and 
examine ideas like the value of religion or how to stop 
hate crimes.
 In my opinion, the best talks are the ones that cross 

subject boundaries. For example, one Talk features 
mathematician Ron Eglash demonstrating the influence 
of fractals on African culture. In another, musician David 
Byrne discusses effects of the evolution of venues on 
music. 
  My favorite talk so far features musician Andrew Bird 
discussing the similarities between positive feedback 
loops in music and in biology. He illustrates his point by 
(unnecessarily) giving an example of the high pitched 
musical feedback loop and then talking about the 
destructive nature of feedback in animals. He then rounds 
out the talk with a song he made just for the occasion.
   Perhaps the best thing about TED is its dedication to 
giving the public free access to the Talks through its 
website since attendance of the actual conference is 
exclusive and costly. 

According to its website, TED began uploading Talks 

By: Carson Reinhardt 

Scandals, new tech, and sequel 
overload: 2010 was an intense year 
in the world of video games. 

Undoubtedly, the biggest news to come 
out in the industry was the utter disaster at 
Infinity Ward, the developers behind the 
largest intellectual property (IP) in all of 
video gamedom: “Call of Duty.”
   On March 1, 2010 Activision, the 
publisher of “Call of Duty,” informed 
its staff that they had fi red Jason West, 
Infinity Ward’s president and game 
director, and Vince Zampella, Infinity 
Ward’s CEO and co-founder. Activision 
fired West and Zampella for “breaches of 
contract and insubordination.” Later, it 
was revealed that West and Zampella had 
been holding meetings with other game 
publishers, most notably Electronic Arts. 
This was a definite breach of their contract 
with Activision (www.ign.com, 1-3-11).
 Over the next two months, more than 

half of Infinity Ward’s employees, many 
of whom were the lead programmers 
and designers who worked on “Modern 
Warfare 2,” left for reasons they were 
unwilling to discuss. 

Activision maintains though that Infinity 
Ward has been completely rebuilt and will 
continue to produce its flagship IP along 
with Treyarch and Sledgehammer Studios. 
   Still, Jason West and Vince Zampella 
were the heart and soul of Infinity 
Ward. They made that company into the 
juggernaut it is today. Whether or not their 
departure has a major impact on “Call of 
Duty” is yet to be seen.

   Unsurprisingly, several lawsuits 
have come out of this debacle. The 
dynamic duo of West and Zampella 
are suing Activision for withholding 
royalty payments and are also trying 
to secure the rights to the Modern 
Warfare branch of the “Call of Duty” 
series. Activision has filed a countersuit 
against West and Zampella, saying 
they were justifi ed in firing them for 
their conspiratorial actions against 
Activision. 
   Lastly, 
a group 
of current 
and former 
Infinity 
Ward 
employees 
are suing 
for $75 
to $125 
million 
in unpaid 
bonuses and $75 to $500 million in 
punitive damages (www.ign.com, 1-3-
11). 

Amidst all of this, West and Zampella 
have set up their own studio, Respawn 
Entertainment. Suspiciously, they are 
seeking a partnership with EA, the 
company they were talking to when 
they were fired from Infi nity Ward. 
Thirty-eight of the 46 Infi nity Ward 
employees who left have signed up 
with Respawn Entertainment (www. 
kotaku.com, 1-4-10).
   Later in the year, Bungie, the 
developers of the enormously 

successful “Halo” franchise, broke away 
from Microsoft after their final iteration in 
that franchise was released: “Halo Reach.” 
In a twist, Bungie signed with Activision, 
only a month after the Infi nity Ward mess 
(www.gamepron.com, 1-4-10)
 Bungie has long been shackled by 

Microsoft and the “Halo” franchise. Now 
that Bungie has left Microsoft, they can 
finally develop games that will not be 
exclusive to the Xbox 360.

 For gamers, 
it’s a glorious 
business deal. 
Every gamer 
who has been 
alienated 
from the fine 
products put 
out by Bungie 
can finally 
experience 
their creations 

even if he or she does not own an Xbox 
360.
   Unfortunate for Bungie however, 
Activision will keep the sole rights to all 
of Bungie’s intellectual properties. Simply 
put, Activision owns whatever Bungie 
creates (www.gameinformer.com, 1-4-10). 
   In Nintendo news, sales of its Wii 
console started to lag behind the other two 
competitors, Sony and Microsoft, by the 
end of the year. This comes as no surprise 
since Wii sales were through the roof for 
most of the year. Business sense suggests 
it was impossible for Nintendo to keep up 
those numbers. 

Also, Nintendo hinted that the 
possibility of an HD Wii is real. Nintendo 
has been ridiculed over the Wii’s lack of 
next-gen graphics. To combat the nay-
sayers, Nintendo plans to release a Wii 
capable of HD output, possibly up to 720p 
(www.g4tv.com, 1-4-11).
 But, Nintendo shocked the gaming 

world at this year’s E3 when they 
unveiled the 3DS, a handheld gaming 
system capable of 3D gaming…without 
3D glasses. It accomplishes this by using 
autostereoscopy technology. Stereoscopy 
simply is a fancy word for 3D. So, 
autostereoscopy just means “automatic-
3D.”
 Sure, both Microsoft and Sony have 

3D capable gaming options, but to utilize 
them, one must wear special glasses. 
The fact that gamers can fi nally enjoy 
3D gaming without looking like an idiot 
is simply astronomical for Nintendo’s 
bottom line. 

Microsoft also had fancy tech to show 

off at E3: the “Kinect.” This gadget 
is essentially a super-fancy webcam. 
But, this webcam can track people’s 
movements and process voice commands, 
which come in handy when users want to 
navigate through pages of menus. 

Also, the “Kinect” is capable of facial 
recognition and hosting video chats. This 
technology can then automatically sign in 
the player into the proper profi le (www. 
gizmodo.com, 1-4-10)
 Not to be left behind Microsoft 

and Nintendo, Sony unveiled their 
stab at motion controlled gaming: the 
“Playstation Move.” Unlike Wii motion 
controllers, the “Move” requires extra 
hardware, the “Playstation Eye,” to 
operate. Sony touts that, although similar 
to the Wii remotes, their controllers use 
much more advanced technology (www. 
gizmodo.com, 1-4-11).
   In the latter part of the year, the 
United States Supreme Court heard 
oral arguments in Schwarzenegger v. 
Entertainment Merchants Association. 

This case stems from a 2005 California 
law (CA Law AB 1793 to be exact) that 
makes it a crime for adults (including 
parents) to purchase violent video games 
for minors, regardless if their parents 
think it is ok. 

Although the law was passed, its 
enforcement was put on hold when the 
EMA filed a lawsuit saying that this law 
infringed on First Amendment rights. 
After two years of deliberation, Judge 
Ronald M. Whyte ruled in favor of the 
EMA (www.arstechnica.com, 1-3-11).
 Governor Schwarzenegger appealed the 

ruling, lost, appealed again in 2009 and 
got his appeal accepted to be heard in the 
Supreme Court. 
   Historically, the Supreme Court has shot 
down similar laws like California’s, citing 
that these laws infringed First Amendment 
rights.
   Don’t expect the court to rule until June 
2011. 

As for the games that came out in 2010, 
it was a sea of sequels. Few new IP’s were 
launched, as developers released sequel 
after sequel, deciding to play it safe and 
not take too many chances with the slow 
economy. Many of the sequels garnered 
high praise from gamers and reviewers 
alike, but gamers can only take so many 
sequels until they lose interest. 

2010 then was a year of familiar games 
but shiny new tech, re-hashed court 
cases but headline scandals. It was like 
a worn leather chair: super familiar but 
exceptionally satisfying. 

in 2006 and has since recorded over 300 million views. 
So far TED has over 700 videos archived on its website 
and updates its library every week(12-10-10). And with 
the launch of new conferences, the Talk catalogue is only 
going to grow faster. 

Not only is the 20-minute length ideal for most topics, 
but the navigation between Talks couldn’t be simpler. 
Users can search by speaker, subject, date, or even user 
tags such as informative, jaw-dropping, or inspiring. The 
recommended video box and speaker comments also 
point users to subjects they will like.
 It is all too easy for me to spend hours watching chains 

of Talks on subjects that wouldn’t even look interesting 
if not for the fact that they are presented by TED only to 
find that it’s three in the morning and I am still not done 
with any of my homework. 

TED Talks should be viewed like an educational 
version of a great video game or a box set of your 
favorite TV show. It’s great to enjoy every once in a 
while, but if viewers are not careful, it will consume 
heaping chunks of their time and make them terrifi ed of 
its powerful allure. 

2010: Reinhardt examines gaming industry 

TED Talks presents knowledge to the masses 

“...more than half of Infinity 
Ward’s employees, many of whom 

were the lead programmers and 
designers who worked on ‘Modern 

Warfare 2,’ left for reasons they 
were unwilling to discuss.” 

~www.ign.com 

Miner Incidents expands to the web 

Beulah schools return to early start 

See Early Start page 4 

By: Nicholas Biel 

Beginning Tuesday, Jan. 18, 
Beulah Schools returned to the old 
8:25 a.m. to 3:40 p.m. operating 
hours. Only now the school runs 
on Central, not Mountain time, 
effectively pushing the school day 
forward an hour. 

Although beginning school an hour 
earlier is unpleasant for many students, 
the choice was made for the benefit of all. 

According to Superintendent Robert 
Lech, the district had always intended 
to revert to the 8:25 a.m. start as soon 
as possible after making the change to 
Central. 
    “We sold the idea of the late start as 
a transitory period from the beginning,” 
Lech said. “I am happy that we are able 
to make the change now instead of year’s 
end.”

 Using the old operating hours 
eliminates many of the problems 
associated with the late start, primarily 
because it synchronizes the school with 
the rest of the community. 
   Parents can resume dropping off 
their kids at school on the way to work. 
Students can make it to their after-school 
jobs an hour earlier and reacquire their 
old shifts. It is even possible that the 
extra afternoon hours will lead to more 
productivity with schoolwork. 
   However, the earlier start has some 
negative consequences as well. Bus 
routes will be done in the dark almost 
year round. In the winter, this could add 
an extra degree of danger in times of 
inclement weather. 

“At worst, this could lead to delayed 
rural bus routes in the winter,” Lech said. 

Another issue with the abrupt midyear 
change was the necessary dramatic 
restructuring of the schedule.

 “Before the district could move ahead 
with adjusting the school’s schedule, we 
had to show the board that students would 
lose no academic opportunities,” Lech 
said.
   BHS Principal Todd Kaylor was 
responsible for creating a new schedule 
that would fulfill the board’s requirements. 
   “It was like putting together a large 
puzzle,” Kaylor said, “where every new 
piece changed the others around it.” 

When creating the new schedule, Kaylor 
had to ensure that everyone had access 
to classes necessary for graduation and 
for the $6000 ND scholarship, which 
included making sure students could keep 
their ITV classes. Furthermore, he had to 
collaborate with the Hazen administration 
to guarantee that both schools could make 
the change.
   “We wanted to avoid a situation where 
students would try to transfer to Hazen to 
avoid the early start,” he said. 

One area that caused a few problems 
was the 7th period ITV class for German 
since that time period would no longer be 
during the school day. 
   “We considered having an after-school 
class, but that was not feasible,” Kaylor 
said. “Fortunately, we were able to find 
another German class earlier in the day.” 

After many hours of adjusting and 
consulting over the course of a month, 
Kaylor came up with a working schedule 
to present to the board. 

“I was very satisfied with the results,” 
Kaylor said. “We ended up with 90 
percent of kids getting 100 percent of their 
requested classes.”
   Most students said they didn’t mind the 
change. Karson Hintz voiced their opinion 
succinctly. 
   “It doesn’t really matter to me,” he said. 
“I’ll just have to live with it.
 Others, mostly athletes, are excited 

By: Carson Reinhardt 

The Miner Incidents will no 
longer be bound by the limitations 
of paper. This year, it moved to the 
21 century and will be available 
online, too. 

English teacher Tina Heller was “super 
excited” when she received the grant 
money for this project.
   “It’s things like this that keep my job 
fun,” Heller said. 

The paper can be found by going to the 
Beulah District homepage, scrolling to 
the bottom, and selecting the second to 
last link in the “Information” box titled 
“Miner Incidents Available Online.” By 
stopping here, several years worth of 
papers have been archived in PDF format, 
with many more to be added later. 

To continue to the online paper, 
select the link titled “The Miner 
Incidents Online Edition” in the second 
“Attachments” box. Or, simply go to 
www.beulahminerincidents.com. 

With this new tool opening up many 
opportunities, it becomes difficult for a 
traditional paper to compete. 

This site boasts a more flexible, 

open philosophy toward journalism. 
It gives students who would normally 
be intimidated by all of the Associated 
Press rules and deadlines a chance to 
express themselves in a more relaxed 
environment. 

Being 12 pages long, the traditional 
paper has room for only so much content. 
Fun, silly ideas get pushed out of the final 
product to ensure that real news has room. 
But, an online newspaper has an infinite 
number of pages. Students can literally 
write about almost anything: silly, serious, 
or in between. As an added benefit, 
students beyond the journalism classroom 
may be encouraged to contribute to the 
paper. 

Also, the online edition is more 
immediate and timely with news stories. 
It takes weeks of research, writing, 
reviewing, and placing to get the paper 
out. By that time though, even with 
journalists writing about future events, 
the printed stories could be out of date, or 
already resolved. With the online edition, 
students can disregard long publishing 
times and get stories out as fast as they 
can write them. 

When stories are posted, students will be 
able to comment on them, providing either 

feedback or creating conversations with 
their peers.
   Happily, the online edition isn’t limited 
to text-based information. The site has 
the ability to host podcasts, videos, and 
pictures too. 

Videos give students a drastically 
different option to writing stories: 
broadcast journalism. Videos are super 
flexible and can cover stories that would 
otherwise be difficult or bland to write. 
Also, interesting events such as the 
recent speech debate videos are excellent 
candidates for uploading. 

Podcasts are perfect for students who 
might just want to get on their soap-boxes 
and “vent” about the latest issue or talk 
about a wonderful book they recently 
finished 

Similar to other news sites, the online 
edition can host polls. Right now, it’s a 
simple “What start time do you prefer?” 
poll, but Heller states that “there really is 
no limit to what we can do with it.”
 In the future, Heller looks to include 

young students in the district; middle 
schoolers or even elementary kids could 
one day be able to submit their own 
videos and articles. 

See Miner Incidents page 4 

THE MINER 
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Senior Marisa Kritzberger 
shows off her mom’s volleyball 
outfit on retro day.  P5 

Senior Frank Smith intimidates 
the lower class pie eaters 
during the Winter Games. P9 

Principal Kaylor adjusts junior Kortney Koch’s schedule before 
school while other’s discuss the scheduling changes they will face 
second semester.  (Photo by: Staff)

Losing weight is a popular new 
year’s resolution.  P6-7 

Lady Miners look forward to the
Trinity game on Jan. 27.  P11 
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THE MINER Beulah hosts Trinity Jan. 27
INCIDENTS 

Staff By: Anika Jurgens improved as it progressed. 
The Lady Miners play Dickinson “The key tactics to get to where we want 

to be by district and regional time is toTrinity on Jan. 27 in Beulah. work hard in practice and making sure we
“Trinity has always been a hard game are all finishing the lay ups, and doing all

for us and knowing that just puts thoughts the small things right,” Miller said.
in our heads that don’t need to be there, The Miners are starting to shine; they
we as a team hope to do really well have played really good so far this season.
against them,” senior “I hope that the team goes
Alison Schaper said. “We played pretty far into the season, I 

The Miners played hope that the team place’s highreally welltheir toughest game in regional’s or even goes onto 
against the Beach against Beach in state,” Schaper said. 
Buccaneers on Jan. 4, the the first half, it Even when practicing every 
score was 43 to 62; the day the Miners need to work 
Miners suffered a loss, was really nice on all the small stuff that has 
but will hopefully have to see the team been preached to the team 
a rematch in regionals since the day that they started.work together aslater in the season.  “The team needs to improve 

“We played really well well as we did,” turnovers, finish easy shots 
against them in the first and improving layups, defense~Emmie Miller
half, it was really nice and boxing out,” Miller said.
to see the team work “We all need to work as 
together as well as we did,” senior Emmie a team, have everyone do their parts but 
Miller said. play together,” Schaper said. 

“We started the season as a better team The tournaments are the best way to see 
as a whole,” junior Heidi Zimmerman where the team is at in the standings and 
said. “We have been playing better than how they can play against other teams.
we were thought to be.” “Tournaments are my favorite time of 
The bar was set pretty low for the the season because they go on for a couple 

girls when the season started, but they of days,” Schaper said. Miners. (Photo by: Staff Photo)

Wrestlers match up for state at Fargo in FebruaryEverything is relative. Case in and colleges have exceptionally low a select few in this group, the idea of a
rates compared to the rest of the nation. bunch of “yahoo younguns” demandingpoint: students all over Britain are By: Megan MuschaFour-year colleges saw only a 3.5 free education is laughable. They have Hunter Eslinger, a sophomore whoup in arms and protesting a recent percent increase, while two-year colleges this mentality that “I was able to do it, so Beulah Miner wrestlers brought placed fifth in his weight class of 103lbs.hike in tuition fees. increased a measly 0.8 percent (www. should you; plus, I walked to school in the meet home as Beulah hosted last year at state, believes flexibility is a

The House of Commons passed a bill ndus.edu, 12-14-10). knee-deep snow uphill both ways.” This major factor as well.an invite for other schools to showthat would increase tuition fees for college Still, we find ourselves scratching our thinking is ridiculous not only because “Being stretched out and flexible willwhat they’ve got, on Jan. 15. Onstudents from £3,000 to £9,000. That’s heads: Why doesn’t our country care it’s selfish, but because it’s also not really help us with our moves,” Eslinger
only about $14,000…per year (www. about these outrageous costs? Even with true. According to the Bureau of Labor Jan. 20, wrestlers head to Watford said. 
cnn.com, 12-16-10). To Americans and an ample supply of low-interest loans and Statistics, even adjusted for inflation, City to continue preparation for Veteran wrestler Sonny Herczag agrees
the many college-bound seniors in this scholarships, we still face enormous debt students today can expect to pay two to their chances to attend state. with this statement, as he is returning from
building, that sounds like the bargain of when we graduate. After brainstorming, three times what college kids in the 1940s With state wrestling coming up in a torn meniscus, Herczag is ready to jump
a lifetime. But, for the British students, we identified several reasons: had to pay. Fargo at the beginning of February, these back in and pick up where he left off.
this bill, which isn’t a law yet, would 1. From the taxpayer’s point of view, But, with taxpayer’s footing the bill, wrestlers look forward to the competition. “I’m hoping to go to state again this
effectively triple their tuition costs. subsidizing students’ education is an how important will this education be And competition there will be, Evan year,” Herczag, who was in the weight

Before 1998, college tuition was investment. To be blunt, students go to the ones receiving it for free? With a Mellmer, a freshman who attended state class 130 lbs. when he attended state last 
absolutely free all across the U.K. Room to college to learn skills that keep our free high school education, many seniors last year, believes there are a few teams he year, said.
and board weren’t quite free, but they society working properly; they’re tools. are guilty of taking off-hours and being knows will make it based on their winning The duals and tournaments are an 
were highly subsidized. Since then, the The taxpayers have no guarantee that if it teacher’s assistants. With no cost, there record. important stepping stone to state. It’s the 
British Parliament has slowly increased sticks $60,000 into little Susie’s college is little incentive other than one’s own “Killdeer and Carrington I think will time where wrestlers test out their skills 
the cost of secondary education. education they’ll see a return on their self-determination to do well and put the definitely be there,” Mellmer said. and see where they need improvement.

But, besides the anger about cost, British investment. taxpayer’s money to its best use. With a few returning state wrestlers According to team leader Isaiah Krebs,
students believe that post-secondary 2. Our own democracy works against us. Also, college degree holders can sadly from BHS, the boys know what it’s going the last matches have gone pretty well.
education is a right, not a privilege. That Being a republic, U.S. citizens have this be considered a commodity. According to to take to get back there.  “We just need to keep working hard
is their main contention, and the one we innate distrust of other government types, supply and demand, with a flood of new “Our stances are really important so and getting better to succeed in these
feel is the most important. especially communism and socialism. The college degree holders hitting the market, we need to focus on improving them,” upcoming matches…and try not to eat too

For us Americans, it is a simple fact subsidization of students’ education could the value of that degree or education goes Eisenbies said. many corndogs,” Krebs said.
of our society that paying for college be considered a socialistic practice and for down drastically. That means smaller 
education is up to the individual, not the some, any socialism is bad socialism. salaries and a lower standard of living. 
taxpayers. 3. American individualism teaches that Even so, college tuition is getting out

The situation for college costs isn’t everyone is on his own when it comes of hand. A completely subsidized post-
much better here in America. Being to success. We pride ourselves in our secondary education may not be the
college bound seniors, we know all too ability to succeed under our own power. answer. But, that is no reason to not fight
well how expensive college has become. By collectively paying for everyone’s for lower tuition costs. It’s getting harder
In the past two decades alone, college education, we lose that individualism and for middle class children to keep their
tuition has more than doubled (grabstats. sense of accomplishment. standard of living. Soon, the wealthy may
com, 12-13-10).  4. Lastly, some college graduates and be the only ones who can afford a good

However, North Dakota universities older people are partially to blame. For college education. 

Letter to the Editor of The Miner Incidents 
Dear Editor, 

We would like to just say how much we love the lunch ladies. They are always so nice to us, and they put a smile on our faces every 
day. We love how, on Tuesday mornings, they always make sure to have sausage sandwiches for us, and that just makes our Tuesdays 
a million times better. They make many different kinds of food every day so that everyone can be happy and full. They also try toContributors: Photographers make sure we all eat a balanced meal and stay healthy and energized for the rest of the school day. So, lunch ladies: thanks for allJayme Pischel and artist Amber 
your hard work and delicious food! We think you’re awesome and we will miss you next year when we leave!Hall. 
Sincerely, Hailey Fritz and Jade Schaan 

Staff backs London students’Staff backs London students’ grievencesgrievences
Emmie Miller makes her move to shoot a layup during the game 
againts the Hazen Bison on Dec.21 resulting in a win for the 

Nicholas Biel: News Writer, 
Columnist, and News Editor 

Carson Reinhardt: News Writer,
Columnist, and Opinions Editor 

Anika Jurgens: Sports Writer,
Features Writer, and Sports Editor 

Michael Bitz, during Beulah invite on Dec. 12, gets in his starting 
stance to wrestle Alex Monk from Velva. (Photo by: Nicholas Biel)

Andrew G. Heller: Cartoonist,
features Writer, and Features Editor 

Megan Muscha: News Writer,
Sports Writer, and Features Editor 

The Miner Incidents is published six times a year by the Journalism Department by and for the students of Beulah High School and 
does not necessarily represent the views of the administration. The Miner Incidents accepts signed letters to the editor, reserving the 
right to edit them for grammar and profanity. Student submissions may be given to Mrs. Heller. 

http:ndus.edu
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Carson’s Conundrums 
Video games get no respect 

Winter wonerland: A good time for tobogganing, eh?
By: Megan Muscha more everyday use—fun. cause drivers passing through a heart less embarrassing injury I need to worry 

Toboggans create a fantastic mix of attack to see people flying across the about!“Dashing through the snow, in 
danger, thrill, and exitement.  Okay, just street in toboggans. Not to mention, this I mentioned that these sleds are nota big toboggan sled”…wait what! kidding; this isn’t “Cool Runnings” and could also cause an injury to those in the bobsleds, but that doesn’t mean speed 

No, these aren’t the words of these aren’t bobsleds, but they do offer a toboggan. can’t be achieved.  Add a few more people
course, but it does make it sound smooth ride on that neverending patch of Like others who are not natural skiers into the mix, making it super squishy and 
way more adventurous. Sure, white. or find it nearly impossible to balance hard to breath, and this calm sled can turn 

   Driving to Huff Hills or Red Lodge on snowboards, I find toboggans to be into an intense experience. I recommendthe cold may stink, but because 
to achieve that “hilly” experience isn’t an excellent substitute. I have a lesser not sitting in the back when this happens.North Dakota is submerged in necessary.  Living in Beulah, I have chance of causing bodily harm to myself, This isn’t a crib style sled so sides and 

snow practically 90 percent of the come to realize that finding hills isn’t not to mention reducing the risk of total back rests aren’t available. Falling off the 
time, I might as well fi nd amusing exactly a problem. And no, I’m not embarrassment. Trust me, I’m less likely end and getting left behind on the way 

talking about the enormous snow pile in to face plant if I’m in a sled as opposed to down the hill is a possibility of this result.activities to past the chilly time 
the parking lot that was fi nally moved skis!    Until it warms up, which, let’s be away. 
after Christmas break. Plenty of other Take it from someone who is quite real, could be a long while, I am forcedAccording to Sleds.com, I have the 
places are available. Take the car wash, uncoordinated. A toboggan is much less to enjoy the snow.  So I throw on myCanadians to thank for this winter activity. 
Sommer Shine, for example. The hill dangerous to one’s well being.  At least enormous snow boots, grab a pair of warmToboggans were originally used for 
there is blanketed in nice, white powder if I hit a tree, I probably won’t be going mittens, a frilly scarf, and a hat that makestransporting goods and other large loads, 
for most of the winter season. But be that fast and the front part of the sled me look like Santa’s twin, and hit the but I’m glad they have been adapted to a 
careful because I’m pretty sure it would will receive most of the impact. One hills…with my toboggan of course!

Basketball effort strong throughout midseason 
Unrelentling team injuries hinder performance of the Miners 
By: Anika Jurgens The installation and use of the shot 

clock can have a major effect on a game. The Wilton Miners come to town 
Not being use to the shot clock is hard toto play the Beulah Miners on Jan. 
overcome. But because it is going to be28 at 7 p.m. used next year in class “B” basketball,

“Playing our style players say it’s better 
by getting up and “Our effort has been to get use to the
down the court and clock while it’s not 
putting defensive really good and I can mandatory. 
pressure on them see improvement    “It won’t be so much 
will be a key to pressure next year whenfrom the game tobeating Wilton,” we are required to use
head coach Jeremy game individually and the shot clocks if we
Brandt said. as a team.” get use to them now,” 

As the Miners play Dolbec said.
game after game, ~ head coach Jeremy One big thing that
they look forward Brandt has affected the Miners 
to districts that will season is injuries:
be held in the Hazen Dustin Rueb, Patrick
gym on Feb. 11, 12, and 14 in hopes of Becker, and Eric Ham have all hurt their 
going to regionals and then to state. ankles in games. The most recent injury 
   “Defensively, we are starting to get a was Casey Duppong. He broke his wrist
better understanding of how I want them during the Hazen game on Jan 7. Casey
to play,” Brandt said. “Our effort has been went up to block a shot while still running
really good and I can see improvement and hit his hand on the wall.
from the game to game individually and According to Brandt, the biggest problem
as a team.” has been juggling quarters from game to
To overcome the nervousness of the game. When the team loses someone to 

game, the team will need to work together, an injury, it is potentially six quarters per 
share the ball, and keep pushing if the night and those are quarters that have to
game isn’t going in the Miners’ favor. be filled by someone else.
   “We play well together now that we “On the other hand, it has given other
have played a few games together. We are kids a chance to play a little more or play
to the point of knowing what everyone’s up and level which is good experience for 

Beulah Motor Vehicle 
Branch Office 

120 Central Ave N, Beulah ND
701-873-4940 

License Tag Renewals, 
Title Transfers 

& Vehicle Registra-tion, 
Duplicate Titles, Duplicate Plates, 
Duplicate Registra-tion & Tabs, 

Special Letter Plate Orders, 
and more. 

next move will be and setting them up for 
better plays,” junior Tanner Dolbec said. 

the younger guys,” said Brandt. 

Cody Nelson looks to Casey Duppong for a pass in the game against 
the Garrison Troopers on Dec. 14 in Beulah. 

(Photo by: Megan Muscha) 

Awesome Sauce 
Nostalgia creates tunnel vision 
By: Andrew G. Heller 

BREAKING NEWS: Cultural 
experts have recently determined 
that the world was best when 
you were 12! Nothing will ever 
compare to the awesomeness 
that you experienced as a child. 
Everything that today’s kids hold 
near and dear is total garbage 
compared to what you had! In 
related news, political experts 
have determined that the world 
lost its innocence when you grew 
up! That’s right, when you were 
five, there were no problems. But 
as soon as you became an adult, 
millions of complicated issues 
suddenly arose and corrupted the 
earth into the terrible place it is 
today. 

Far too many people try to unfairly 
compare things in the past with things in 
the present. If they were unbiased and 
looked at actual history, it would be ok.  
Unfortunately, they compare only what 
they remember about the past and what 
they notice most prominently about the 
present. 

People tend to remember the good and 
block out bad, while stressing about all 
the terrible things that are happening right 
now.  It’s easier to remember how simple 
things were during the 1950s when all 
kids had to do was ride their bike and 
play baseball. (It’s not like a nuclear arms 
crisis was happening or anything.)
 Recently on reddit.com, I saw a 

comparison of Led Zeppelin’s “Stairway 
to Heaven” released in 1971 and Far 
East Movement’s 2010 “Like a G6.”  It 
compared the poetic lyrics of “Stairway 
to Heaven” with the mind numbing “they 

By: Carson Reinhardt 

Grab a newspaper and go to the 
review section. Books, movies, 
plays, and musicals are all present, 
but one of the most popular forms 
of media is absent: video games.
   It’s baffling that an industry can 
generate $9.5 billion annually in the 
U.S. alone, have its products used in 190 
million households worldwide, and still be 
largely looked down upon by other forms 
of media and society (www.grabstats.com, 
12-6-10). 

As a person who has had contact with 
video games his entire life and who plays 
them almost daily, I have an enormous 
respect for not only their geeky tech-
specs, but for their ability to emotionally 
engage me. 

When people saw me read George 
Orwell’s epic novel “1984,” I got 
comments and nods all approving of my 
choice to read a mind expanding novel. 
When I finally got around to watching 
Stanley Kubrick’s crazy fi lm “2001: A 
Space Odyssey,” I was able to engage 
in stimulating conversations about the 
movie’s symbolism with adults and peers 
alike. But, when I want to talk about 
the subtle and symbolic nature of the 
characters in EA’s epic role playing game 
“Mass Effect 2,” I can barely fi nd anyone 
who genuinely takes games as seriously 
as I do. 

Take note though, many students in this 
school play games, but to most of them, 
games get no deeper than “Call of Duty: 
Black Ops.”
   Herein lies the problem. Adults and 
non-gamers alike only hear about the 
most widely popular video games, which 
many times tend to be the least artistic, the 
least emotionally engaging, and the least 
thought-provoking. Then, these outsiders 
make hasty generalizations that all games 

must be this brain-rotting and thus, 
the stereotype that games are mindless 
entertainment is perpetuated. 

This scenario can be applied to every 
type of popular media out there. If an 
alien only sampled today’s pop music 
(Lady Gaga and such), he would fail to 
realize how amazing music can be. If, 
however, he listened to Franz Liszt’s 
beautifully composed 1847 “Hungarian 
Rhapsody No.2,” he would realize that not 
all music is trash.
   It’s obvious that every form of media 
has its trash. But for some, it’s hard to 
accept that many video games go beyond 
the shallow narratives of the mega-hits. 

The Metal Gear Solid franchise has 
been lauded by the video game industry 
as having some of the best writing in all 
of video gamedom. Some people grew 
up with Johnny Carson, Carol Burnett, 
or Lawrence Welk; I grew up with the 
protagonist of Metal Gear Solid: Solid 
Snake. (It’s his codename, people.) 

To me, Solid Snake is more than a 
fictional character on a flat screen. He’s 
helped to show me the failings of the 
human race and has taught me about a 
myriad of topics: ethical uses of nuclear 
weapons, the failings of bureaucracy, the 
greed of humans, the meaning of sacrifice, 
and the importance of patriotism. 

Games have been immensely important 
to my philosophical side--just as much 
as books and movies have. By actually 
being the character though, gamers gain a 
unique perspective on issues. 

Passively watching the protagonist 
lose his entire family in a movie can be 
emotional indeed, but imagine, when I 
am playing that character in a game, I 
have this twisted sense of reality flow 
through me. Instead of saying, “He lost 
his family,” it’s, “I lost my family.”
 I sincerely look forward to the day when 

See Games page 8 

Biel’s Bias 
Partisan politics must end
By: Nicholas Biel and that is exactly what’s wrong with our 

political system.“I sure hope people remember 
This party vs. party mentality crippleswhat the Republicans are doing 

the lawmaking process. Instead of havingnow by the time the next election 100 senators who independently research
comes around,” I said, voicing my and vote on bills that affect the nation, we 
reaction to their refusal to let top- have two large, politically opposite parties 

with just a handful of independents.bracket tax cuts expire. 
The recent debacle over extendingThis little, provocative remark sparked 

tax cuts is a perfect example of partisana discussion about the effectiveness 
politics. Senate Republicans were soof trickle-down economics and the 
determined to extend the tax cuts for allimportance of the upper class with respect 
income levels that all 42 signed a letterto economic growth.
to majority leader Harry Reid stating that    I found myself arguing that policies 
they would not pass any legislation untilthat benefited consumers – the middle 
their goals were met.and lower classes – instead of upper class 

Senate Democrats did not agree withcapitalists would be the best way to bring 
extending tax cuts for the highest bracketsthe nation out of its economic slump. 
and stood fast in their opposition forThe problem with my argument, though, 
several days. Because of this clash ofis that it was completely baseless. In 
wills, important bills like the one to giveno way can I profess to be well-versed 
aid to 9/11 first responders, which shouldin macroeconomic theory or even 
have passed easily, failed.comfortable with the vocabulary.
 Republicans are not the only onesI later realized that my take on the 

that use conformity as a political tool.issue boiled down to political ideology. 
Throughout much of 2009 and earlyAlthough I claim to be an independent 
2010, the healthcare reform bill was hotlythinker because I don’t always side with 
debated. Unfortunately, the parties chose Democrats, I do almost always disagree 
to attack one another over “not knowingwith Republicans.
what is in the bill” and “being opposed   It occurred to me that I argued against 
to healthy Americans” instead of picking supply-side theory because it sounds 
apart the contents of the bill.wrong and it is popular with Republicans. 
   Finally, in March, Democrats pushed the Since the theory is backed by the G.O.P., I 

didn’t even bother doing research about it See Politics page 8 

be actin’ like they drunk” chorus of “Like 
a G6.” A message at the bottom read “the 
70s were better.”  

The anonymous user made the point 
that the 1970s were superior to the present 
because the music produced was of better 
quality.  This is horribly incorrect because 
the 70s also had horrible pop music of 
its own, while the 00s have great artistic 
talent. To contradict the original post, 
a person compared Donny Osmond’s 
1972 “Puppy Love” with Muse’s 2009 
“Uprising.” “Uprising” is fantastically 
written. “Puppy Love” is essentially a 70s 
Justin Beiber song. Osmond even had the 
same haircut as Beiber. 

What causes people to cherry-pick the 
past like this? In a 2008 interview with 
TIME.com, Matt Wilson, a professor of 
neurobiology at MIT’s Picower Institute 
for learning and Memory, said, “We 
think of memory as a record of our 
experience. But the idea is not just to 
store information; it’s to store relevant 
information” (1-11-11). 

The horrid conditions that made the 
Civil Rights Act, the Pure Food and 
Drug Act, the Clean Air and Clean Water 
Acts necessary are lost in the nostalgia 
of the past. This information is no 
longer relevant to the present because 
these problems have been solved. The 
economic prosperity of the 1950s and its 
“ideal” child-rearing society are planted 
foremost in people’s memories by “Leave 
it to Beaver,” which depicts children who 
always tell the truth and respect their 
elders. Kids change along with the times 
and that change in the youth shouldn’t be 
feared.
 Nostalgia can be used as a means for 

adults to berate the youth. Old people talk 
about things “back in the good old days” 
where the neighborhood kids would “go 
rompin’ around kickin’ an old 

See Nostalgia page 8 

Megan’s Mind 
Concessions need more participants 
By: Megan Muscha 

I am about to sign my name up 
for concession stand duty.  By 
doing concessions, I get the honor 
of serving pizza and other delicious 
snacks to high school sports fans 
for the night. Glancing at the list, 
I notice that it is the same names I 
always see. I would act surprised 
except for the fact that this is an all 
too frequent occurrence. 
   Beulah High School offers a wide 
variety of clubs and organizations 
ranging from Future Business Leaders of 
America (FBLA) and Family Career and 
Community Leaders of America (FCCLA) 
to student council. One thing these clubs 
agree on: concession hours are a must!
    Most organizations require members 
to serve concession stand hours to 
attend convention. These hours are 
even mandatory if students wish to be 
members of the prom committee. For 
future seniors, it is a way to possibly 
earn extra funding for their class trip. 
Doing concessions proves that students 
are willing to put in the work to reap the 
rewards, and who doesn’t love class field 
trips!
 I realize that to most of my peers this 

is not exactly the way they would like 
to spend their night out. Sometimes 

these few short hours on game night can 
turn into endless minutes of serving up 
popcorn or spilling hot cheese on oneself 
because there’s a rush.  But don’t let this 
put a halt on participation because not 
only does this help the organizations, but 
it shows school spirit! Yes, I know…I 
too would rather show school spirit by 
dressing up in my wildest Miner costume 
and cheering so loud my throat hurts the 
next day, but that doesn’t always get to 
happen. 

Of course, exceptions are to be made for 
those who participate in sports because it 
would be quite difficult to be in two places 
at once. This is why others are allowed 
to fill in and take the place of the required 
workers. Parents do come in handy! I 
am glad to know that when I can’t make a 
game or would rather be in the bleachers, 
my mom is a great “substitute Megan” 
behind the counter…not to mention she is 
way better at mental math. 

Whether it be raising money to attend 
convention or needing it to buy dozens of 
decorations for this year’s prom theme, 
concession hours are a must. Students 
should step outside their comfort zones 
and head toward the sign-up sheets. 
Although it may not seem like that big 
of a deal, trust me, it is to those that 
constantly have to stand behind the 
counter instead of enjoying the game front 
row. 

http:TIME.com
http:www.grabstats.com
http:reddit.com
http:Sleds.com
http:white.or
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‘Facebooking’ can have serious consequences 
By: Megan Muscha 

For millions of people out there, logging on to 
Facebook seems like the easiest task: username, 
password, enter; it’s so simple.  Although 
available protections and other precautionary 
steps can be made to make it more secure for 
the user, dangerous actions and consequences 
can result from this easy-access network.
 Users are aware of the status box that is available for 

them to share opinions and comments with the world, or 
a select group if they so choose. What tends to escape 
their conscience is the fact that hundreds of thousands of 
people can get a hold of whatever information is posted. 
Pictures, birthdays, and random updates on statuses are 
posted on a wall commonly known as the “home” page. 
Once these vital pieces of personal information are on the 
Internet they don’t go away…ever!
 On a few occasions such as the Dawnmarie Souza 

case, people have been fired from jobs or even sued for 
the information they posted on Facebook. Dawnmarie 
Souza, a woman who was a union worker for the 
American Medical Response (AMR) of Connecticut, 
was supposedly fired for bashing her boss on Facebook. 
According to 10 News on WTSP.com, Souza was 
reported to have compared her supervisor to a psychiatric 
patient. Although her company strongly disagrees that 
this was why she was fired, it still leaves the question: 
How much information is too much? have all of the necessary requirements to keep a user’s dangers that they are probably not even aware of.
 “People should definitely be careful about what they information private if he or she so chooses.    “Your information is being shared with third parties.  

write about teachers, co-workers, peers, etc. because in According to facebook.com, there are over 500 million Privacy settings revert to a less safe default mode after 
the end someone is always friends or friends of friends of users on Facebook and more than 50 percent of those each redesign. Facebook ads may contain malware. 
someone you’ve added and eventually it gets out there. users go on every day.  This only increases the chances Your real friends unknowingly make you vulnerable. And 
And status updates aren’t exactly private,” senior class for a hacker or even perhaps a friend of a friend of a scammers are creating false profiles,” Goodchild said 
president Marisa Kritzberger said. friend to log on and visit other people’s pages.  A friend (www.cbsnews.com, 12-15-10).
 Other issues such as hacking and stalking have arisen request isn’t even necessary to send someone a message.  Goodchild realizes that Facebook is still a fairly 

from this notorious website. By simply clicking the send “so-and-so” a message box new concept and improvements are being made to the 
“I think that it can be kind of sketchy sometimes located underneath their profile picture it’s virtually network to make it more secure. But in the end it’s up 

because it doesn’t really matter how many privacy impossible to block unknown users who wish to have to the individuals to use their good judgment on what 
settings you put on your page, if creepers really want to contact without knowing more of their information. information they choose to share. Because when users 
find you…they will!” junior Kortney Koch said.  On the “Early Show on Saturday Morning,” Joan post private information, it’s just opening the door for 

Users have often times been concerned with their Goodchild, senior editor of CSO (Chief Security Officer) others to examine their lives. 
privacy being violated, although Facebook appears to Online, stated that Facebook users expose themselves to 

Freshman Kane Opdahl logs on to Facebook and tries to avoid the potential dangers of
this perilous site while chatting with friends. (Photo by: Nicholas Biel) 

Early Start continued from page 1 Superintendent Rob Lech calls “Innovation Grants.” 
These Innovation Grants were created this summerabout the change.

when Lech asked the school board for ten thousand   “Late games and practices won’t be as bad,” Emmie 
dollars to be subtracted from the district’s general fund Miller said. But, as Dustin Rueb added, “Morning 
and put into the Innovation Grant fund.practices will be awful. 

Lech wants to see innovation in his district, and pointedAccording to Lech, by next year the school’s scheduling 
out that innovation doesn’t happen for two specificconflicts will be over. The school will be able to negotiate 
reasons: the fear of failure, and money.an ITV schedule and keep it all year long. And, once 
   “With this grant, we can eliminate both of those everyone adapts to the new schedule, extra-curricular 
obstacles. We first recognize that this money will be usedactivities will be much easier to manage. 
for risky, untested projects; not all of them [projects] will 

Miner Incidents continued from page 1 be successful,” Lech said. “Second, simply, the money 
Additionally, Heller would like to “expand the coverage exists and is ready for use.”

beyond the work of journalism students.” She would like Several other projects, such as the new kiln in the art 
to see class officers reporting about the activities of their room and the Kindle e-readers have all been approved by 
respective clubs while other students could make special Lech for funding. 
“skill focused” videos to hone the skills of the student At the end of the year, the online paper will be 
body on a wide array of topics. evaluated for its effectiveness. Hopefully, the Internet 

This entire project is made possible by what superhighway will have been kind. 

2011 Seniors and Parents 
Please make sure your Yearbook Info: 

1. Senior Photo and release 

2. Baby Advertisement (PDA) 

are turned in to Mrs. Heller 

by the end of January. 

Students may check the list in room 303 

to see if their information is missing.

Hours 

Students 

Noon Buffet & Pop 

$6.00 

Seniors dominate annual December Winter Games 
By: Anika Jurgens the questions, Candrian was not chosen Beulah High School students let lose during the annual Winter
Winter games, a rather new to answer them; so all in all it was a fair Games on the afternoon of Dec. 22. Top to bottom: Seniors Colton game in the end.tradition, took place on Dec. 22 at Starr and Frank Smith wheelbarrow a soccerball across theIn team circle, a game only a few hadtwo p.m. at Beulah High School. played before, every class made a circle gymnasium. (Photo by: Staff); The senior class celebrates winning 

The seniors won the annual games by a and had to sit on each other’s laps all at the team circle sitting contests. ( Photo by: Nicholas Biel)
long shot, with the sophomores in second, once.
followed by the juniors and then the “I had a really great time. I bonded with
freshmen. my whole class while playing the games,”
   Starting off the games, the top three senior Marisa Kritzberger said.
students from each grade competed in a     Students then raced through a relay, 
long game of class lightning. starting with the dizzy free throw shot,
The next game was hand soccer - wheel continuing with throwing a football

barrowing, where ten students from each through the square, and fi nishing with 
grade competed. the funny balloon piggyback race. Jade
There was a heated game of volleyball. Schaan and Ali Schaper struggled at 

Each team had nine students on a team first,, but in the end figured out the key to
that competed keeping the volleyball“I liked that I got to hang outin a pool between Schaper’s 
play type of and have fun with my whole legs with Schaan on
tournament. class without being in a her back. Jodi Boe was 
Frank Smith the next person in the
served the class.” ~ Lacey Wenning relay, with the job of 
seniors to their running up the stairs to
first place position in the tournament. the mezzanine to tag her classmate, who

“I liked that I got to hang out and have started dropping marshmallows down into
fun with my whole class without being in another teammate’s mouth. The seniors 
a class,” junior Lacey Wenning. also won this game.
   Games weren’t the only thing happening “Beulah High School has talent,” the 
during the winter games. Many students next game played, was quite the selection.
participated in “Jeopardy.” John Yale took one for the team and beat 

Carson Reinhardt asked Christmas boxed; Samuel Reinhardt followed with
questions between games; the main person the disgusting show of dislocating his arm
answering the questions was Kayden and putting it behind his head.
Candrian, although some allegations led The sophomores put Trevor Zacher in 
people to believe she had all the answers “Beulah High School has talent,” where
written on her arms. Zacher, without his glasses on, showed 
   Later, the allegations were taken under off his basketball skills by dunking the 
consideration and when Reinhardt asked basketball, helping the sophomores win 

their second place title in the 2010 Winter 
Games. 

With numerouse students in the high 
school on crutches, the seniors decided to 
have a crutch race. Rueb gladly gave up 
his huge crutches to the freshmen to use, 
knowing the rules of the game stated that 
students could not change the height of 
the crutches. 

The traditional dodge ball tournament 
was played, with classes against classes. 
The seniors dominated the freshmen, 
and the juniors beat the sophomores. The 
senior vs. junior game was heated, with a 
few not so good calls and the game turned 
out to be a close one in the end. 

“The seniors made a point to have 
everyone get involved with the game; it 
was really nice that the people weren’t 
chosen before,” junior Heidi Zimmeran 
said. 

A great time was had at the 2010 winter 
games, memories were made and will 
never be forgotten. 

Sakakawea Medical Center 
wishes luck to all the 

Beulah Miner athletes. 

510 8th Ave. NE 
Hazen, ND 58545
(701)-748-2225 

Dr. Jackson, DO
Brian Cooper, PA-C 

Zap Sportmens’ Club 

Membership Fees:
Single: $20
Family: $25 

Target Fees (25):
Adult: $3.50 
Youth: $1.75 

League Card Fees:
Adult: $45 

Youth: $22.50 

Winter League starts in          
February. 

Shootoff is May 14 

Michael J. Hammerschmidt 
O.D. 

Doctor of Optometry 

Beulah Vision, P.C.
Advanced Eyecare for a Lifetime 

204 West Main 
Beulah, North Dakota 58523

(701) 873-5251
1-888-873-5251 

http:website.By
http:www.cbsnews.com
http:facebook.com
http:WTSP.com
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Slang impacts spoken language, affects culture SnowDaze entertains Beulah High School students
It lets users create and define their own Dustin Rueb, and Ethan Bohn. Candidate for queen wereBy: Andrew G. Heller adorned students going from class to class as they triedBy: Andrew G. Heller 
slang and then add it to the database of Jodi Boe, Anika Jurgens, Kayden Candrian, and Marissa to imitate the great learning institutions of Aristotle and An annual tradition at Beulah HighNowadays, when two people are over 5 million words. Socrates. Kritzberger.  

in a heated disagreement, one will    Urbandictionary has a “Word of the School, SnowDaze took place Jan. 3-11, Prince and Princess Day allowed students to display Contenders for the title of prince were Casey Duppong, 
never call the other a “jive turkey.” Year” contest.  2010 Contenders include 2011, and offered students a chance to their inner royalty.  They wore gowns and suits giving a Erik Ham, Quentin Hauser, and Isaiah Krebs.  Competing 

“That’s what BP said” and “double for the title of princess were Kortney Koch, Taisha Bauer, sense of aristocracy to BHS. The most notable coupleThe word may have been a grave dress up in silly costumes and dance atrainbow.”  The winner was “Gate this day were seniors Marissa Kritzberger and Lucas Rikki Jensen, and Abby Baranick. 
insult in the 70s, but not anymore. Rape.” This term describes the invasive the semi-formal Snowball dance. Schnaidt, who came as Beauty and the Beast. Schnaidt After the ceremonial introduction of the candidates and 
This is the natural process of slang. and arguably unnecessary TSA airport The Beulah High School Chapter of Future Business was, of course the Beast in human form. an intense competition of “Don’t Forget the Lyrics,” the 

Words are created, apparently from screening procedures introduced that year Leaders of America organizes SnowDaze as an attempt to    “It was like a fairy tale,” Kritzberger said. winners were announced. 
nowhere, incorporated into daily (1-9-11). introduce some fun during the dreary winter months that Disappointingly few students dressed up for Pirate The juniors received their crowns first. The title of 
vocabulary, and sometimes they go Dwyer said Urbandictionary is highly prince was awarded to Erik Ham. Rikki Jensen was thenplague North Dakota. Day on Thursday.  Among those few was sophomore
beyond casual language and enter formal unrealiable but good for entertainment.    “It has been a tradition that FBLA holds a winter dance Samantha McLaughlin. crowned as princess. Next, the senior king’s crown was 
speaking and writing.  “It did gain some credibility with bestowed on Ethan Bohn. Finally, Kayden Candrian was and week to break up the year and provide entertainment “It was really awkward because no one else dressed up.
   “When did ‘hot’ start to mean good me when I looked up ‘Rachel’ and it is for students after Christmas break,” FBLA President Jodi Shame on Beulah!” she said. given the title of SnowDaze Queen. The coronation was 
looking? Why does ‘sick’ mean defined as ‘the effect of being totally Boe said. followed by thunderous applause from the audience.   Even though it was several weeks after, Friday was 
something that is cool? [Slang] keeps awesome, smart, and talented,” she said. A main part of SnowDaze is the theme each day.  All celebrated as Christmas Day.  It gave students a chance The other main attraction of the week was the semi-
us on our toes a little bit, and gives our    Some slang doesn’t stick around of the “daze” have a costume theme that encourages the to relive the festivities of the famous winter holiday. formal Snowball dance Saturday night. It gave students a 
language a constant update,” English long after it is created. It is usually not students to dress in wild and wacky outfits for school. They wore Santa hats and reindeer antlers. It also gave chance to dress up and dance to their hearts content.
instructor Rachel Dwyer said. considered slang after it is dropped from The favorite among students and FBLA members was students and opportunity to wear winter apparel to shield    “To pay for the dance, FBLA members work 

According to dictionary.com, slang is the teenage vernacular.  Once older Monday.  Its theme of Retro Day had students digging them from the cold. concessions and the money from previous dances was 
“informal usage in vocabulary and idiom persons begin using it, it is considered into their parents’ closets, breaking out leotards, bike “I like Christmas Day because I like wearing hats and used. We used the money raised to pay for the DJ, future 
that is characteristically more metaphorical, common place. Some become main shorts, and neon galore. FBLA Vice President Taisha coats in the school,” Boe said. years, and the state convention,” FBLA member Maria 
playful, elliptical, vivid, and ephemeral than staples of the English language. Many Bauer said she got to “rock [her] mom’s closet.” The SnowDaze royalty was crowned during the pep rally Hausauer said.
ordinary language” (1-7-11). of these can be traced back to the most Students enthusiastically attended and made the night abenefit spoken language. Odermann said. hallways were filled with a blinding display of colors Thursday.  Earlier, students of the senior and junior 

 Slang largely impacts spoken language.    “It’s interesting to see, based on    Lewis Caroll’s poem “Jabberwocky” famous English writer of all time, William designed to offend anyone with working eyes. classes nominated four classmates of each gender.  The resounding success to finish off the week.
People talk based on what they interpret grammatical understanding, how slang is from his 1872 novel “Through the Shakespeare.  “My favorite day was Retro day because the most entire student body then voted on the nominees to choose    “We have a great group of FBLA members who have 
words to mean. implemented,” Speech teacher Elizabeth Looking-Glass” exemplifies this. Caroll Shakespeare is known for creating many people dressed up that day,” FBLA Historian Kortney the king and queen from the senior class and the prince put a lot of hard work into organizing the activities for 

“Slang does affect speech, but in a good creates such words as “frumious,” words and phrases. Taking a cue from Koch said. the pep rally and the dance. It takes a lot of planning andOdermann said. and princess from the juniors.
way.  It keeps our language fresh and in- The main things affecting how slang is “manxome,” and “frabjous.” These words morphemes, he created “bloody” and Tuesday followed with Greek and Roman day.  Togas King nominees included Casey Kiege, Evan Entze, organizing to get everything in place,” adviser Jeremy 
teresting, full of contradictions. However, interpretted are morphemes. Odermann are spawned from his own lexicon and “gloomy” with the simple addition of a Brandt said. 
it needs to be kept out of formal writing,” said these are “units of meaning, although having no formal definition, “y.”  Led Zepplin fans can know that the 
Dwyer said. She asked students to “please such as “ing,” “ed,” or “s.” Based on they function as adjectives in the poem. phrase “all that glitters isn’t gold” was Julson’s place on school board ignites new passion 
leave ‘ur’ and emoticons out of research these smallest pieces of words, people Because of its suffix, “galumphing” is his. He created terms like “elbowroom” 
papers and book reports.” can understand how the words fit obviously a verb. What action it actually and “foul play.”  Any teenager or hippy By: Anika Jurgens student still needs to work hard, get involved in school

Slang typically has negative grammatically.  represents is unknown. It could be a can thank him for the derogatory phrase activities, and yet have fun,” Julson said.Wanting to be involved in her children’s connotations and is viewed as the scourge A word ending is “ing” or “ed” is most swaggering strut or something from “long-haired.” According to Julson, high school is an important time in
of English teachers everywhere. Every Monty Python’s “Ministry of Silly Where slang comes from is anybody’s education, Ruth Julson campaigned for a seatlikely a verb, because these suffi xes show everybody’s life, but what comes after is what is going to 
time a student uses “like” in place of when the activity took place. Adding a Walks.”  guess. Who ever said it first is debatable, on Beulah School Board this summer. Now on affect a person the most.
“said” when telling an oral story in class, “y” to the end of words makes the word Most teenage slang may be but its effect on the English language is the school board, she is much more involved “One thing I wish I would’ve known in school is
the teacher will cringe with a look on her into an adjective. unreconizable to anyone over 20, but for not. Whether it comes and goes after two with education than she ever thought she would the opportunities that were available to me after high
face that says, “I feel a disturbance in the “Slang morphs to fit the particular those who are lost in translation, there is weeks or stays on for centuries, slang is school,” Julson said.be.force.” But slang is not all bad. Some can grammatical structure in which it’s used,” help in the form of urbandictionary.com. everywhere. Julson has a dog boarding business and she also

In the beginning Julson just wanted to be involved, but works part- time as a business manager for an industrial
the more she learned about the Beulah school system the

Politics continued from page 3 All of this party vs. party attitude in so compassionate. I have friends who find viewpoints. The past had just as many cleaning company. 
more it lit a passion in her that she didn’t know she had.  

bill through congress with an unpopular many aspects of our lives dramatically work to do even when a teacher does not problems. The present has some pretty    “My jobs allow me to always work around my family’s 
She wants learning to be fun and creative and the school

tactic called reconciliation. affects our political views. It is hard assign any.  I know people who will stay cool stuff too. People just need to open a schedule and I feel very blessed to be able to do that.
board needs to keep working on how they get there.

These partisan battles not only reduce to choose a middle ground when the up until two in the morning consoling history book and see the similarities. Which in turn makes it so I am more involved with my
“I think we have taught children the same way for that

the effectiveness of the government, but opposing arguments are so different and a friend on the phone. At Beulah High children,” Julson said.
last 100 years and it is time we get caught up with the

also reduce our nation’s cohesiveness. Today Julson likes to take pictures and collect a few unyielding. School, there are kids who have to work 21st century and I’m excited to be a part of that,” Julson
Each time the parties disagree, more antiques she finds on the journey of her life.We end up getting put on one side or the two or three extra jobs to help support said.       “A fun fact about me is that I am the youngest in my animosity is generated. Whenever one other and argue about things that we know their families and nurture their younger Games continued from page 3 High school is one of the fondest memories Julson family and usually the youngest in families tend to beparty “wins” on a bill, the ideological nothing about. siblings like parents. I am playing that character in a game, has. Just like any other student, she had her rituals to get comedians. I think I am a lot funnier though than mywedge is driven deeper and the parties are Child bashing occurs in any time period. I have this twisted sense of reality flow through high school. brothers do,” Julson said.pushed farther apart. It’s a natural process, unfortunately.  I through me. Instead of saying, “He lost “On Friday nights, we always had big bomb fires This time of year she reads Christmas stories and is   Unfortunately, what happens in Nostalgia continued from page 3 hope that when I become old, I will not his family,” it’s, “I lost my family.” and pep rallies and they were awesome. We might reading “A Prairie Christmas Collection.” Congress does not stay in Congress. piece of rope” and didn’t get into trouble.  judge the youth in such a stereotypical I sincerely look forward to the day when spend some time reaching out to someone needing

Partisan tensions seep into every other From this viewpoint, today’s children way. I can put my feet up, open the paper to the    Like many families these days, Julson’s  all have the
encouragement and the rest of the time getting ready for

area that deals remotely with politics. are shallow.  They spend too much time As we grow older, we become more review section, and see a nice fat list of little rituals that hold them together.
the game. It’s hard to explain but it was some unspoken 

Elections come down to party affiliation “texting on the facespace.” But this is aware of the world around us. That the weeks’ best and worst games. Monthly “I love coming home after church on Sunday and
unity we had, freshman to seniors,” Julson said.

more than stance on the “issues.” People unfair. involves being aware of some serious magazines and the Internet just aren’t watching the Vikings with my family.  In the summer we
Even though high school for Julson was fun, “every

vote G.O.P. or Democrat because they    Some of the elderly see today’s children problems. Issues distort some people’s enough to satiate my hunger for games. like going horseback riding,” Julson said. 

Urban Dictionary is a popular Internet destination for slang 
defi nitions.(screenshot from www.urbandictionary.com, 1-15-11) 

(Photo by: Anika Jurgens) 

as self-absorbed and inconsiderate. Some 
are bad, but every generation has its 
jerks. Just as this generation has gangs 
that corrupt youth or the Facebook page 
“I Don’t Read” with over 260 thousand 
“likes,” past generations have had those 
who refused to go to newly desegregated 
schools. These groups don’t mean that 
every person in the 1960s was racist just 
as it is incorrect to say all kids today 
commit crimes. 
   It would be unfair to say, “Thankfully 
no one among today’s youth has ever shot 
people with fire hoses or sent police attack 
dogs after them just for demanding equal 
civil rights.” Not everyone supported 
these actions when they happened. Many 
opposed and condemned the attacks. 
Wrong judgments are made when these 
individuals pollute the image of the entire 
group.
 I know people my own age that work 

excessively hard and are immeasurably 

always have. If aspiring politicians want 
to get elected, they almost have to align 
themselves with one party or another. 
In 2008, 98 percent of Senators and 
100 percent of Representatives called 
themselves Democrats or Republicans 
(infoplease.com, 12-15-2010).
 Even when elected, congressmen have 

great pressure to align themselves with 
their party. They are not only pushed by 
the people who put them in office but by 
other Senators as well. There is even a 
politician chosen as “whip,” whose job it 
is to ensure that party members vote along 
party lines. 

The media, too, is affected by 
partisanship. Major news organizations 
become affiliated with certain parties 
and cater news to satisfy their partisan 
audience. For example, Fox News (R.) 
and MSNBC (D.) spin their stories in 
opposite directions due to their respective 
viewing constituencies (pewresearch.org, 
12-15-2010). 

We are open Mon-Fri 
6:00AM-8:00 and 
Sat 8:00-12:00PM 

http:www.urbandictionary.com
http:urbandictionary.com
http:1-7-11).of
http:dictionary.com
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What New Year’s “To drive my
car less. I chose 
‘drive my car

resolution did you
make this year? 

less’ because it’s 
better for the 
environment.”“My resolution –Sophomoreis to get better Abby Dschaakgrades….and

a better truck 
“My resolutionthan Chandler.” 
is to read more–Sophomore 

books. ThereLevi Guthmiller 
are so manyons mean fresh start books that 

t keeps these resolutions Attitudes can be hard to change. Resolutions 

“This year I vow to make healthier alive. Studies show that as 52 percent of participants in are sometimes relied on to better oneself. Making I would like 
a resolution study were sure tto achieve their goal, only a promise to be more understanding or outgoingdecisions!” Those who make New Year’s “My resolution 12 percent in fact attained theeir objectives according to can be the trick for actually making these changes to read but I 

resolutions have probably said this once altiusdirectory.com (1-6-11). happen.is to work hard or twice. Whether it is to spend more According to librarian Kathhy Jo Cline there is no “I make resolutions to try and improve myself… don’t make the 
time with family and friends or have a need to even make them becaause “people who make by reading I can be better informed,” senior Samuelin class in order 
better control on eating habits, resolutions resolutions don’t keep them vvery long.” But to others, Reinhardt said. time for them.” 

such as sophomore Kortney KKoch, resolutions can be a    It’s easy to say, “This year I will make a change, to fi nish 1st are both inspirational and full of hope. “promise to yourself to get thhings done.” or I want to do better.” But having to do so or having –Senior Samuel 
Keeping them, on the other hand, may be a Others may find it easier too stick to their resolutions, or actually remembering the resolution itself can bein our class. lot harder than it seems. especially if they are short terrm goals but equally difficult. Reinhardt 

At the beginning of the New Year there’s that need important.  “Sometimes I make a list just so I can stay onI’ve always for a fresh start, to improve lives and make better    “My new year’s resolution is to get better grades,” top of my resolutions and remember to do them. 
decisions. Of course, it’s easier said than done.  sophomore Levi Guthmiller ssaid. Otherwise, I get sidetracked and after a while I givewanted to give    Some people may start off small.  These types This happens to be a commmon goal for most students up on what I wanted to do,” Koch said.
of resolutions consist of doing things like learning after New Years.  With the beeginning of the second    Others feel differently on the matter of making a “My New Year’sthe speech at something new or simply trying to enjoy life. Hey, semester starting shortly afterr Christmas break, students laundry list of their resolutions.
it might even include eating a few more veggies. may feel the need to improvee themselves before the end “I feel that if I have to write down what I want to resolution isgraduation.” According to associatedcontent.org, the top of the year.  change just so I remember it, then it obviously isn’t 
resolution made for 2011 is to lose weight (1-8-11).    But resolutions don’t alwayys have to be about losing that important to me. If I want to change something to work on my–Senior Lucas Bigger and more life changing resolutions would weight or quitting a bad habitt. In fact, resolutions bad enough I don’t need to be reminded on what it 
be doing things such as quitting smoking or getting can focus on more than just the person making them. is,” senior class president Marisa Kritzberger said. speaking skills.”Schnaidt out of debt. Resolutions like these typically take According to USA.gov, volunnteering to help others is Whether resolutions are just a front to get things 
more time and work to achieve. one of the top ten resolutionss made each year.  Whether accomplished or they seem completely silly all –FreshmanAfter the first couple of weeks of keeping these it’s helping out a sibling withh homework or working at a together, these intentions will only last as long as the “I made a resolutions, it is easy to lose focus. After all, food drive this resolution cann be easily achieved. dedication stays alive. Keshiaresolution to Flemmerlive my life

to the fullest 
and make 

“My New Year’sdecisions that 
resolutionI want to make 

is to just be& not alter 
awesome!”that decision 

–Senior Jackiebecause of 
anyone’s
personal
opinions.”
–Senior Marisa 
Kritzberger 

(Photos and interviews by Megan Muscha; additional artwork by Amber Hall) 

Knudson 

By: Megan Muscha

New Year’s resolutio
motivation is the key to what 

http:associatedcontent.org
http:altiusdirectory.com

